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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION FORM: 

NOMINEE FOR BISHOP OF THE  

1. Name:

2. Current Position:

3. Congregation Membership:

4. Date and Year of Birth:

5. Date and Year of Ordination:

6. Previous Positions:

7. Education and Earned Degrees (with institutions and years, most recent first):

8. List up to five (5) current or past synod or churchwide activities that would inform your
service as bishop of this synod.



9. List up to five (5) current or past community-related activities that would inform your
service as bishop of this synod.

10. What gifts would you bring to the office of bishop of this synod? (1,000 characters
maximum)

11. What do you see as the principal challenge to this synod in the next six (6) years, and how
would you address it?  (1,000 characters maximum)

12. Describe your leadership style. (1,000 characters maximum)


	Name: Noah Hepler
	Current Position: Pastor, Atonement (Fishtown) & St. Michael's (Kensington), Philadelphia
	Congregation Membership: Atonement, Philadelphia
	Date and Year of Birth: July 31, 1973
	Date and Year of Ordination: February 2, 2002
	Principle challenge to this synod: This synod, and the whole Church face the challenges that accompany being moved from the center to the edge of culture. As a student of Church History, I am well aware that the Church has tended to thrive in this location. We will face decline and the challenges that brings, trusting in Christ's promises that the gates of Hades will not prevail against his Church and that when a grain of wheat dies, it bears much fruit.
	1) Community-related activities: Director of Institutional Assessment at United Lutheran Seminary
	2) Community-related activities: Accompaniment modeled ministry
	3) Community-related activities: Pastoral Care, Grief support for the neighborhood
	4) Community-related activities: Ministry with families in the neighborhood with young children
	5) Community-related activities: Relationship building in the community with the Nones/Dones/Spiritual but not religious
	Gifts you bring: My identity is shaped as a minister of Word and Sacrament, and as an academic. My gifts are embodied in the person that God has shaped me to be. I have led in contexts of small and large congregations. I have a deep theological commitment rooted in seeing the Church as the Body of Christ, continuing his ministry in the here and now. 
	Describe your leadership style: I prefer to work in teams, making room for creativity and imagination (rooted in the Spirit). I drift to where my strengths are and build teams of support for the areas in which I lack gifts. The Spirit has given every Baptized person gifts for building up the Church. In prayerful discernment we look for what God has given us and we entrust that to Christ. 
	1) Synod or churchwide activity: Dean, Central Philadelphia Conference
	2) Synod or churchwide activity: Candidacy Committee
	3) Synod or churchwide activity: Parish Ministry in a Redeveloment/ Small Church context
	4) Synod or churchwide activity: Bishop's Convocation/RME2 planning committee
	5) Synod or churchwide activity: 
	1) Most recent education earned: PhD, Historical Theology, United Lutheran Seminary
	4) Fourth most recent education earned (oldest): 
	2) Second most recent education earned (older): STM, Historical Theology, LTSP
	3) Third most recent education earned (older): MDiv,LTSS
	Name of synod: South Eastern Pennsylvania Synod, ELCA
	1) Previous position: Good Shepherd, Raleigh, NC
	2) Previous Position: 
	3) Previous Position: 
	4) Previous position: 


