
Service of Praise, Prayer, and Preaching
SEPA Synod Assembly Saturday Gathering Worship

Saturday, May 4th at 8:30am

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

Prelude Gimme That old Time Religion - F. Price
I Want Jesus to Walk with Me - F. Price

Greeting Bishop Davenport
This is the day that the Lord has made!
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!

Gathering Song Listen God is Calling ELW 513



Prayer Tiese Giles, St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Philadelphia

Song Take My Life that I May Be ELW 583



WORD
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song

Reading: John 15:9-17
The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.
9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you keep
my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and
remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may
be complete. 12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13Greater love has
no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what
I command. 15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s
business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I
have made known to you. 16You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so
that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my
name the Father will give you. 17This is my command: Love each other.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Message Kendyll Ward, Trinity Lutheran Church, Havertown

Special Music “The Church I Grew Up In” Paris Stevenson,
Mediator Lutheran Church, Philadelphia

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

Blessing Dezz Eisenberg, St. John’s Lutheran Church in Philadelphia

May God keep you in their shadow of love and comfort
so that you may share it with others.
Amen.



Song We are Marching in the Light of God Siyahamba TFF 63 ELW 866



Serving in the Service:
○ Presider: Bishop Patricia Ann Curtis Davenport
○ Preacher: Kendyll Ward, Trinity Lutheran Church in Havertown
○ Prayer Leader: Tiese Giles, St. Mark’s Lutheran Church in Philadelphia
○ Blessing: Dezz Eisenberg, St. John’s Lutheran Church in Philadelphia
○ Soloist: Paris Stevenson, Mediator Lutheran Church in Philadelphia, accompanied

by Renee Robinson-Way, Mediator Lutheran Church in Philadelphia
○ Musicians: Robin Muse, piano, and Bennaiah Bennie, percussion, Faith

Immanuel in Lansdowne

Attributions:
Listen God is Calling Text: Tanzanian traditional; tr. Howard S. Olson, b. 1922. Music: NENO LAKE MUNGU,

Tanzanian tune. Text: © 1968 Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania, admin. Augsburg
Fortress. Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright
administrator.

Take My Life, That I May Be Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, adapt.; Spanish text: Vicente Mendoza,
1875-1955. Music: William Dexheimer Pharris, b. 1956; arr. Mark Sedio, b. 1954. Music © 1999 Augsburg
Fortress. Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright
administrator.

We Are Marching in the Light of God Text: South African traditional; tr. Freedom Is Coming, 1984. Music: South
African traditional; arr. Freedom is Coming. Tr. and arr. © 1984 Utryck, admin. Walton Music Corp.

Service of Word and Serviced adapted from This Far By Faith ©1999 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America,
admin. Augsburg Fortress. Additional texts from Sundays and Seasons © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual Licenses SA SAS006887.

Music and Texts reprinted and streamed by permission under OneLicense.net# A-713089 and CCLI License #
2520458 / CSPL088234. All rights reserved.

Scripture quotation from the NRSV Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of Church of Christ in the United States of America, adapted and edited with permission.


