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     f you have not been keeping up with  
  the latest happenings on our social 
media pages, we have been keeping a 
little secret. We are thrilled to announce 
that we are partnering with Ancestry.com 
to digitize all of our church records! Soon 
birth/baptism, confirmation, marriage, 
and death records from hundreds of 
congregations across ELCA Region 7 will 
be made fully searchable online via 
Ancestry.com.  
 
Ancestry has provided an in-house 
digitization specialist, Megan Genovese, 
who is working on-site in our reference 
library. Her set-up includes a 6-foot table, 
laptop, and scanning equipment. Every 
visitor who has witnessed the scanner is 
shocked at how fast the process is. We 
have estimated Megan’s workload thus 
far to be well over 1,500 volumes. Megan 
started scanning in October 2022 and so 
far has scanned the records we have in-
house from four synods: New Jersey, New 
England, Upstate New York, and Slovak-
Zion. She is currently in the middle of the 
Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod and will 
then be moving onto Northeastern 
Pennsylvania Synod, Metropolitan New 
York Synod, private pastor registers, and 
the Ministerium of Pennsylvania 
Collection. We initially thought the 
scanning would only last six months. But 
we are finding that there are just so many 
records to be scanned, and are now 

estimating the scanning to continue 
through 2023 and likely beyond. Once the 
records are scanned, the next step is for 
Ancestry to transcribe and index them. 
They also translate them as needed, as we 
have many records in German as well as 
Swedish, Norwegian, Finnish, Slovak, and 
some in Hungarian and Spanish.  
 
We have also opened up this project by 
inviting active congregations within the 
ELCA Region 7 to participate and that 
means you! So far we have had 20 
congregations deliver their records to us 
to be scanned. Why participate? First and 
foremost, you will be preserving your 
congregation’s history and ensuring its 
safekeeping. These records are vulnerable 
to natural disasters, fires, floods, and so 
on—thus a digital copy of your church’s 
historical records ensures that the data is 
never lost. It also preserves the original 
records by minimizing the need for 
handling them. You’ll also save time as 
your historical records will be made 
accessible to researchers online without 
having to maintain your own website. 
Please notify us immediately if you are 
interested in participating in the 
digitization project so that we can add 
your records to the schedule. Contact 
info@lutheranarchives.org for more 
information.  
 

Ancestry.com digitization specialist Megan 
Genovese scans the records of St. Matthew's 
Lutheran Church from Allentown, PA, which 
existed from 1890–2014. These digitized 
records will be transcribed, indexed, and 
made available online through 
Ancestry.com's database.  

by Sheila Joy, Archivist

Ancestry.com Digitization Project Update  
We Want Your Congregation to Participate!
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St. John’s English Lutheran Church 
Records Processed
by Juliana Rhinehart, Processing Archivist

         ast September, I began my new  
         role as the processing archivist at 
the Lutheran Archives by organizing and 
processing records from St. John’s 
(English) Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Philadelphia, which was founded in 
1806 and closed in 2001. This was the 
oldest English-speaking Lutheran church 
in the United States and we wanted to 
process its records as soon as possible 
due to the congregation’s important 
historical role. The collection ultimately 
filled eighty boxes, along with several 
large, unboxed items, and I discovered 
some fascinating and unique items that 
I’m proud to have had a part in 
preserving. In my previous archival work, 
the largest collection I processed was 
only seven or eight boxes, so figuring 
out how to tackle all of St. John’s 
records was a challenge! It was a 
fantastic learning experience, however, 
and I’ve learned a lot about the 
importance of preserving church records 
and why archivists do the work we do.  
 
I began processing the St. John’s 
collection by picking up where archives 
volunteer Linda Beck left off. Before I 
started working here, Linda had already 
sorted and grouped all of the paper 
records by topic, so I used her work to 
create a finding aid and organize the 
collection into topical series. This is one 
of my favorite parts of processing 
records—I love thinking about how the 
materials will be used and creating a 
system that will help future researchers 
easily find the information they need. 
The ELCA also provides a suggested 
hierarchy of how to organize 
congregational records, beginning with 
the parish records, then the 
administrative records, and so on. As I 
organized the records into folders and 
boxes, I found parish registers, 
membership statistics, and pew 
subscriptions; property documents and 
blueprints for the church building; Bibles 
and hymnals, including a pulpit Bible 

from 1797 and hymnals written in 
braille; and photographs from as early 
as 1917. I found myself thinking about 
all the different ways these materials 
will be used for research. Parish registers 
and pew subscriptions are, of course, 
immensely useful for genealogical 
research, while blueprints, property 
documents, and historical sketches can 
shed light on the history of the church 
building and the congregation as a 
whole. One particular project these 
records will be part of is the Archives’ 
partnership with Ancestry.com, which is 
working to digitize vital congregational 
records. I’m happy to say that St. John’s 
records will be scanned by Ancestry and 
available online in the next few years!  
 
After organizing and boxing these 
paper records, I moved onto processing 
objects from this collection. This entailed 
photographing and measuring all of the 
non-paper materials, describing them in 

our PastPerfect database, and wrapping 
them in acid-free tissue paper and 
taking other steps to properly store 
them. Some of the more unique items I 
found include a set of type used to 
make prints, a steel wafer cutter and 
knives for communion preparation, a 
display box with a lock from the original 
church door, a silk banner from 1907, 
and a wooden chair used by Sunday 
school teachers. Photographing and 
describing these and other objects was 
another part of this project that I 
enjoyed. I find a lot of value in making 
archival records widely accessible, and 
I’m thrilled that beyond our project with 
Ancestry.com, the Lutheran Archives has 
our own website and online database 
where we can share records with the 
public. I’m excited to finish getting the 
collection posted online and seeing 
what other research questions it can 
help answer!  
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The St. John’s English 
collection includes many 
artifacts in addition to 
documents. Cataloging these 
objects and putting images of 
them into our online 
database is an important step 
in making them accessible to 
scholars. This silver chalice 
was presented to St. John’s by 
Peter Lex in 1818. It was 
made by Thomas Fletcher and Sidney Gardiner, two of the leading silversmiths in 
Philadelphia at the time, and bears their mark on the interior. 

This communion wafer cutter 
is engraved around the side 
with an inscription presenting 
it to the newly-formed St. 
John’s congregation in 1808 
from Jno. Goodman.   
 

Photos by Gavin Ashworth 
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Henkel 
Family 
Papers 

D

by Juliana Rhinehart, 
Processing Archivist

          uring February 2023, I processed a   
       small collection of papers related to 
the Henkel/Henckel family, a prominent 
Lutheran family who moved from 
Germany to Pennsylvania in the early 
1700s. Rev. Anthony Jacob Henckel was 
the first member of this family to 
immigrate to Pennsylvania in 1717. He 
was a notable Lutheran pastor in both 
Germany and Pennsylvania, where he 
helped found several Lutheran churches 
(including St. Michael’s Lutheran Church 
in Germantown, whose records are also 
held by the Lutheran Archives and will 
soon be processed).  
 
The Henkel collection I processed 
contains records mostly from the Rev. 
Paul Henkel, who was Anthony’s great-
grandson; his immediate family; and 
their printing company. Paul Henkel was 
born in Rowan County, North Carolina, 
in 1754 and married Elizabeth Negley in 
1776. In 1782, the Henkels moved to 
New Market, Virginia, where in 1806 
they founded a printing press. 
Producing a range of German-language 
religious and educational materials, the 
Henkel press helped German-speaking 
communities throughout the 
Shenandoah Valley preserve their 
language. The business was primarily 
run by Ambrose and Solomon Henkel, 
sons of Paul and Elizabeth. Paul 
contributed manuscripts and translated 
various theological works and hymnals, 
most notably editions of the Augsburg 
Confession, Luther’s catechism, as well as 
various hymns.  
 

Juliana Rhinehart Hired as Processing Archivist   
We'd like to welcome our new Processing 
Archivist, Juliana Rhinehart! Juliana started 
working at the Lutheran Archives in September 
2022 and has processed several collections so far, 
including the congregational records of St. John's 
English Lutheran Church, Philadelphia, and the 
Henkel Family Papers collection. She is currently 
working on the records of St. Michael’s Lutheran 
Church, Germantown, PA, and also assists with 
research and genealogy inquiries.  
 
Juliana graduated from Dickinson College in 2022 
with a B.A. in English and Medieval Studies, and 
she plans to earn a Master's of Library Science in 
the future. While working toward her 
undergraduate degree, she worked as an archives 
assistant for Dickinson's Archives and Special Collections. In her free time, Juliana 
enjoys cooking, reading sci-fi and short stories, and catching up on TV shows with 
her partner.  

F R O M  T H E  D I R E C T O R

Dear Readers, 
 
The Lutheran Archives Center is a hive of activity these days! So many exciting 
projects are underway, in particular the digitization partnership with Ancestry.com 
to scan many of the records in our vault. We have opened this project up to active 
congregations as well. Please contact us at info@lutheranarchives.org right away 
if you are interested in participating. We will be happy to answer any questions 
and provide more information.  
 
Looking ahead to the celebration of the U.S. Semiquincentennial or “America 250” 
in 2026, we continue to prioritize work on the records of historic Philadelphia 
congregations including St. Michael’s Germantown, St. John’s English, and  
St. Michael’s and Zion. Our goal is to have these records fully processed, rehoused 
in suitable archival containers, digitized, and with detailed finding aids available 
online. We are also in dialogue with other Philadelphia-based projects for the 
America 250, such as the Revolutionary City portal, to explore how we can share 
these records far and wide.  
 
Meanwhile we continue to receive records from newly closed congregations, 
upwards to twenty per year. This influx—some 300 or more banker’s boxes of 
records per year—is rapidly filling up the remaining space in our vault. Our staff 
and volunteers are continually working on processing these records, which helps 
to consolidate them, but we know that eventually we will run out of room and 
must prepare for that reality.   
 
Please help us to preserve the history of the Lutheran Church in America by making 
a financial contribution to support our work. Donations help fund our processing 
staff and purchase archival supplies—both of which are greatly needed. Please 
consider making a generous donation to support the Lutheran Archives Center, 
either online at LutheranArchives.org or in the enclosed envelope.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
  
 
  
Lisa Minardi 
Executive Director 

Thank you for your support!



The Henkel collection was in total 
disarray when I began, so I had to start 
from scratch in terms of processing. I 
began by creating a basic inventory and 
putting items into folders and boxes, 
which helped me realize the collection 
contains unique records that shed a 
great deal of light on the Henkel 
printing company. Ultimately, I grouped 
items into topical series and created a 
finding aid with detailed information 
about the Henkel family and this 
collection. Notable items from the 
collection include a six-foot long list of 
subscribers for a German-English 
grammar book, including subscribers’ 
hometowns and how many copies of the 
book they paid for, dated 1812; 
handwritten manuscripts for a hymnal 
edited by Paul Henkel; manuscripts and 
translations of Luther’s theological 
works; a small, tinned sheet iron box 
that originally held sermon notes; and 
correspondence between family 
members.  
 
Working with collections like this one is 
extremely rewarding. Taking a collection 
of “miscellaneous family papers” and 
organizing it into folders, boxes, and 
series makes the collection much more 
accessible for researchers. Posting our 
finding aids online lets people do some 
initial research on their own to see what 
kind of records we have and if they 

Detail of the upper section of the German-English grammar book subscription list from 1812 
found in the Henkel papers.

Discovery of the Henkel grammar book 
subscription list has caused quite a stir 
among scholars. Here, Lisa Minardi and 
Sheila Joy show the manuscript to Lynne 
Farrington and John Pollack from the 
Kislak Center for Special Collections, Rare 
Books and Manuscripts at the University 
of Pennsylvania.



Augustana Book Cataloging 
Project
by Amanda Creek, Cataloger

          ast fall, I began working at the  
            Lutheran Archives to catalog a 
backlog of books from the Augustana 
Institute. When I began, these books 
were packed into 65 banker’s boxes in 
our vault, which take up nearly 22 
shelves. The goals for this project are to 
catalog the books so they can be 
entered into our online database, 
enabling researchers to find them, and 
to physically move the books from the 
vault and into our research library. This 
will free up precious storage space in 
the vault, which provides secure, 
climate-controlled storage for archival 
collections.   
 
The Augustana Institute books were 
quite a change from my previous work 
cataloging books at Historic Trappe. 
Many are in the Swedish language, and 
as part of this project I needed to be 
able to identify whether or not each 
book fits the scope of what we will keep 
in the collection. 
 
To help me quickly translate some of the 
contents and get a sense of the topic, I 
used Google Lens. This app works by 
taking a picture on my phone and 
allowing Google to translate the text in 
the image. It has been a useful tool and 
has made the process much easier. 
 
As work progressed, our archivist Sheila 
Joy and I developed a better workflow 
to move through these books as we 
looked at the subject and topic I 
gathered from each one and then had 
Rev. Dr. Kim-Eric Williams provide us 
with further insight. His knowledge 
helped us understand each book’s 
importance to the Augustana Institute 
collection, or when it was appropriate to 
remove a book from the collection as 
not relevant. He also offered anecdotes 
and interesting historical information 
we could never get from using Google 
Lens. 
 

We meet monthly with him to go 
through a batch of books that I later 
separate and document for our internal 
records. I add these books to our 
collection spreadsheet. I often have to 
create a call number, as these books 
cannot be found in local libraries where 
I can copy an existing call number. We 
have separated the library books from 
archival material, and I’ve consolidated 
65 banker’s boxes down to 55 thus far.  
 
Once the books are completely entered 
into this spreadsheet, we will upload 
them into our PastPerfect database for 
public browsing. When everything is 
complete with the book cataloging, we 
will move into archival processing. I 
recently learned through my family tree 
that I have a Swedish ancestor, making 
this project fun and exciting for me.  
 

Editor’s Note: this project is now being 
continued by Nicole Hudson, who 
recently began working for LACAP. 
Amanda Creek will continue to help 
with our website and social media. 

Kim-Eric Williams going through Augustana-
related books to help identify keepers versus 
discards.

L

would be useful, and neatly organized 
records are much easier to look 
through during research 
appointments. Detailed processing also 
allows us at the Lutheran Archives 
Center to create a more in-depth 
inventory of what we possess, which in 
turn allows us to answer research 
requests more quickly and efficiently.  
 
My next processing project will be the 
records of St. Michael’s Germantown, 
which archives volunteer Linda Beck 
has already sorted through and begun 
to organize. From Linda’s work, I know 
there are more materials regarding the 
Henkel/Henckel family in this 
collection, and I’m excited to make 
connections between the two sets of 
records and come up with a more 
comprehensive image of this family 
and their history! I’m also looking 
forward to adding all of these records 
to our online database and further 
expanding access for researchers.  

In addition to the Henkel papers, this 
glass pitcher and bowl are said to have 
been used by Rev. Anthony Henkel. The 
Lutheran Archives preserves many such 
objects in addition to books and 
documents. Photo by Gavin Ashworth

This early photograph of portraits of 
Rev. Paul Henkel (1754–1825) and his 
wife Elizabeth was also found in the 
Henkel papers.



P R E S I D E N T ’ S  L E T T E R

It was the Spanish-American philosopher and novelist George Santayana (1863–1952) who 
said, “Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.” In the archives we 
deal largely with the past. The heart of our collection consists of parish registers and records 
from closed congregations and Lutheran ministries from the northeastern United States, as 
well as the archives of our Lutheran forebearers such as Henry Melchior Muhlenberg and the 
Ministerium of Pennsylvania. At the Archives Center, we preserve the past not simply to ensure 
that we do not repeat it; we also preserve the past to help us understand the present and to 
help us to look to the future. Within the materials at the Archives Center, we can learn much 
from the past. We can discover where we have come from and uncover what worked and 
what did not work in terms of parish outreach and ministry.   
 
Just so, we remember two recently deceased Lutheran Archives Center board members: former 
Slovak-Zion Synod Archivist, the Rev. John Philip (Phil) Kline (who died on December 26, 2022), 
and Augustana Institute Affiliated Member, Roy Johnson (who died on April 4, 2023).  Phil 
and Roy both loved history, and their support of the Lutheran Archives Center helped to 
further our common work of remembering and preserving our past. “Rest eternal grant them 
O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them.”   
   
 
 
 
J. Francis Watson 
President of the Board      
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