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Killers of the Flower Moon:
The Osage Murders and the Birth of the FBI
by David Grann

In this last remnant of the Wild West—where oilmen like J. P. Getty made their fortunes
and where desperadoes like Al Spencer, the “Phantom Terror,” roamed—many of those
who dared to investigate the killings were themselves murdered. As the death toll
climbed to more than twenty-four, the FBI took up the case. It was one of the
organization’s first major homicide investigations and the bureau badly bungled the
case. In desperation, the young director, J. Edgar Hoover, turned to a former Texas
Ranger named Tom White to unravel the mystery. White put together an undercover
team, including one of the only American Indian agents in the bureau. The agents
infiltrated the region, struggling to adopt the latest techniques of detection. Together
with the Osage they began to expose one of the most chilling conspiracies in American
history.

Facilitator

Dr. Erwin was appointed President of United Lutheran Seminary and Ministerium of
Pennsylvania Chair and Professor of Reformation Studies in August 2020.

He was the fourth bishop of the Southwest California Synod of the ELCA from 2013 to
2020. As an enrolled member of the Osage Nation, on whose reservation he was born in
Oklahoma, he was the first Native bishop in the ELCA.

About the Author

David Grann is a New York Times bestselling author and a staff writer at The New
Yorker magazine. He is the author of "The Lost City of Z" and a National Book Award
finalist for "Killers of the Flower Moon," both of which were chosen as one of the best
books of their respective years by The New York Times, The Washington Post, and other
publications. He is also the author of "The Devil and Sherlock Holmes: Tales of Murder,
Madness, and Obsession" and "Old Man and the Gun: And other Tales of True Crime."
Several of his stories, including "The Lost City of Z" and "Old Man and the Gun," have
been adapted into major motion pictures. And his work has garnered several honors for
outstanding nonfiction, including a George Polk Award, an Edgar Award, and a Spur
Award.
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