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A Resolution for Justice for The Rev. Nelson Rabell-Gonzalez (1)

WHEREAS, Jesus tells us to love our neighbors as ourselves, and many people in our
society are experiencing deep harm from institutional racism;

WHEREAS, the ELCA public statements including How Strategic and Authentic is Our
Diversity, A Call for Confession, Reflection, and Healing Action [2019], and the
Presiding Bishop’s statements on the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Day and Black
History Month denounces racism and white supremacy;

WHEREAS, The Reverend Nelson Rabell-Gonzalez, a BIPOC minister of Word and
Sacrament, was removed from the ELCA roster of ministers of Word and Sacrament
using an unfair procedure which denied him a response, an investigation, or an appeal,;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod
commends the ELCA Presiding Bishop on her establishment of a Listening Panel, prays
for a healthy and just resolution for all, and encourages the ELCA Presiding Bishop to
utilize her authority under 20.22.03 f of the Constitution of the ELCA to bring charges
against the sitting Bishop of the Sierra Pacific Synod for the removal of The Reverend
Nelson Rabell-Gonzalez from the ELCA roster of ministers of Word and Sacrament
using an unfair procedure which denied him a response, investigation, or appeal.
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