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Congratulaaons Bishop 
Claire Burkat on your 

rrearement and on 40 years 
of ordained ministry. You 

are a blessing to our 
Synod, the ELCA and the 

one, holy, catholic church. 
God bless the journey 

ahead with rest, renewal
aand adventures.

“I thank my God every ame I remember 
you. In all my prayers for all of you, I 
always pray with joy because of your 

partnership in the gospel from the first 
day unal now, being confident of this, 

that He who began a good work in you 
will carry it on to compleaon
uunal the day of Christ Jesus.”

- Philippians 1:3-6

Congratulations



muhlenberg.edu

The Muhlenberg College Board 

of Trustees, together with the 

campus community, 

extend their deepest gratitude to

Bishop Claire Burkat

for her twelve years of leadership 

and service on the College’s Board 

of Trustees.  Congratulations and 

best wishes for a healthful 

and happy retirement.
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June 28, 2018 
 
 
The Rev. Claire Burkat, Bishop 
Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod, ELCA 
Wiedemann Center – Suite 106 
7241 Germantown Avenue 
Philadelphia, PA 19119 
 
 
Dear Bishop Burkat, 
 
When I think of the ordinations, consecrations, commissionings, synod council meetings, 
installations, board meetings, committee meetings, consultations, congregational anniversaries, 
the miles driven, the travel in the synod, across the church and around the world, your work with 
the Conference of Bishops Ecumenical Affairs Liaison Committee, later renamed the 
Ecumenical and Inter-religious Relations Committee, Ethnic Strategies Review Team and the 
Campaign for the ELCA Steering Committee, serving as a Church Council liaison bishop, ELCA 
representative to Christian Churches Together and on the Immigration Ready Bench, I am 
amazed and grateful. 
 
I have had the honor of serving with you for the past twelve years as we were both elected 
bishop in 2006. The wisdom, perspective and good humor you shared with the Conference were 
needed and appreciated.  More than once you called us back from the distractions and demands 
of our individual synods to think and act for the good of the whole church. We as bishops are 
always at our best when we work together and honor the ministry that has been entrusted to us. 
 
Claire, you have always had the gift of hospitality – whether it was welcoming me as a newly 
elected and dazed bishop to bishop formation, or organizing dinners for the women bishops at 
the Conference of Bishops, you set us at ease and made us feel included. You were always first 
with a word of encouragement and could produce, seemingly out of nowhere, a pharmacy of 
medical aids. But the greatest balm we received from you was your caring and generous heart. 
Thank you. 
 
St. Paul said it best, “I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every prayer of 
mine for you making my prayer with joy, thankful for your partnership in the gospel, from the 
first day until now. And I am sure that he who began a good work in you will bring it to 
completion at the day of Jesus Christ.” Thank you, Claire, and blessings in your continued 
ministry.  
 
Your Sister in Christ, 

 
Elizabeth A. Eaton, Presiding Bishop 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 





Stay on top of SEPA Synod news.
Our Synod website, ministrylink.org, and its companion email 

newsletter equip congregational leaders -- lay and rostered 
-- with the latest resources, up-to-date learning opportunities, 

stories of outreach and innovation, and news from SEPA and 
the ELCA. 

Our Synod offers targeted email newsletters for you if you are 
engaged in faith formation, youth/young adult ministries, and 
disability ministries. We also share updates and stories on the 

SEPA Synod Facebook page.

Everyone involved in the ministries of our Synod is invited to 
subscribe to our email newsletters. Make sure to visit our web-

site and Facebook page regularly to stay informed.

website:

ministrylink.org

e-news signup:

ministrylink.org/subscribe

on Facebook:

facebook.com/sepasynod
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Dear Bishop Claire Burkat, 
 
On your retirement; it is my honor to write this letter of thanks and reflection. Marty Haugen’s 
hymn, “Soli Deo Gloria”, has this verse: 
  

All praise for prophets, through grace inspired to preach and witness with hearts on fire. Your Spirit chooses 
the weak and small to sing the new reign where mighty fall; with them may we live your gospel call: Soli Deo 
Gloria! Soli Deo Gloria! 

 
For forty years of ordained ministry, you have been a prophetic voice in your preaching and witness 
throughout this church. Soli Deo Gloria! 
 
For forty years of ordained ministry, you have been a prophetic voice in your preaching and witness 
in ecumenical and inter-religious communities of faith. Soli Deo Gloria! 
 
For forty years of ordained ministry, you have been a prophetic voice in your preaching and witness 
in communities who find themselves on the margins and helped to bring their voice to the forefront. 
Soli Deo Gloria! 
 
For twelve years you have served faithfully and fiercely as bishop in this church and have bene a 
prophetic voice in your preaching and witness. Soli Deo Gloria! 
 
More importantly than what you have accomplished in your forty years of ordained ministry, you 
have for far longer than that, lived out your baptismal vocation as a child of God in prophetic and 
grace-filled ways. Soli Deo Gloria! 
 
As you enter this next phase of your baptismal journey: “May God give you grace never to sell 
yourself short, grace to risk something big for something good, and grace to remember that the 
world is too dangerous for anything but truth and too small for anything but love.” (William Sloane 
Coffin). 
 
 
 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
 
 

The Rev. Kevin L. Strickland,  
Assistant to the Presiding Bishop, Executive for Worship 

 
 



HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

EPHRATA, PENNSYLVANIA

Every week, children gather to play basketball 

after school in the brand-new multipurpose 

room that Holy Trinity Lutheran Church built 

with a Mission Investment Fund loan. When you 

invest with MIF, you grow your savings and help 

finance loans to congregations like Holy Trinity. A 

multipurpose room with a higher purpose? That’s 

what your loans help to build.

Mission Investment Fund investments are subject to certain risks. See “Risk Factors” in the MIF Offering Circular. MIF investments are not bank accounts. As securities issued by a nonprofi t institution, the investments are not insured by 
FDIC, SIPC or any other federal or state regulatory agency. The securities are sold only by means of the Offering Circular. This is not an offer to sell or a solicitation of an offer to buy the securities described here.

H o w  m a n y  k i d s  s t a y e d  o f f  t h e  s t r e e t  t o d a y 
b e c a u s e  o f  y o u r  i n v e s t m e n t ?

Ready to grow your finances and your faith? 

To learn more about the competitive interest 

rates and flexible terms we offer on a wide 

range of investments and ministry loans, visit 

our financial services center at mif.elca.org. 

Or call us at 877.886.3522.



For information on our Communities and Services call 267-464-7700, or visist LibertyLutheran.org

Rev. Claire Schenot Burkat, Bishop 

Congratulations on  
your retirement!

We are so grateful for  
the blessing you are.



The ULS community would like to extend our very 
best wishes and congratulations to Bishop Burkat on 
the occasion of her retirement.

Thank you for your 40 years of ministry! 

Warmly and gratefully,  
Dr. Richard Green and the entire ULS community



The Rev. Claire Schenot Burkat assumed office as the fourth 
bishop of the Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod (SEPA) of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA) on July 1, 2006. In May 2012 Bishop Burkat was re-elected to a 
second term as the spiritual leader of the 80,000 members and 151 ELCA congregations in 
the metropolitan Philadelphia area. 

During her tenure Bishop Burkat has streamlined the Synod staff, initiated a 
comprehensive deployment of elected deans, led the Synod through two strategic 
planning processes, and recently launched a capital campaign called Forward Together 
in Faith comprised of four key components to equip congregations and leaders for 
Lutheran witness in the 21st century.  

Bishop Burkat has been a leader in local and national ecumenical and interfaith 
initiatives.  Until recently she was co-convener of the Religious Leaders Council of Greater 
Philadelphia, which brings together Christians, Jews, Muslims and other faith traditions 
on issues of moral concern to the region.  She served as a trustee on several boards 
including the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia, United Lutheran Seminary, 
Muhlenberg College, Lutheran Advocacy Ministry in Pennsylvania, the Episcopal/Lutheran 
Coordinating Committee, the Ecumenical Team of the Conference of Bishops, and as 
a member of the Immigration Ready Bench a Washington, D.C. advocacy gathering of 
ELCA Bishops. 

At the time of her election, Bishop Burkat served as mission director for the SEPA Synod 
and the Episcopal Diocese of Pennsylvania, responsible for planting and nurturing 
new congregations and supporting transformational ministries.  During her ministry 
she has overseen the planting of 16 ELCA congregations and designed a strategy for 
redevelopment of at-risk congregations that was adapted for use in the ELCA. 

A native of New York City, Bishop Burkat is a graduate of City University of New York, 
and received her Master of Divinity degree from the Lutheran Theological Seminary at 
Philadelphia in 1978.  Bishop Burkat resides in Ambler, Pennsylvania, and is a member of 
the Lutheran Church of the Holy Communion in Philadelphia. She considers herself truly 
and deeply blessed by the love and support of her son Alex, as well as family and many 
friends near and far.



7241 Germantown Avenue, Wiedemann Center, Philadelphia, PA 19119 | ministrylink.org

Activated by the gifts of the Holy 

Spirit, we equip the saints and 
congregations for the work of 

ministry, for building up the 
Body of Christ.

Ephesians 4:11-13 (adapted)  



P R O G R A M
4:00-5:00 P.M. Hors D’oeuvres
Meet and Greet Dr. Benjamin Franklin as portrayed  
by Mr. Will iam Ochester

The Rev. Kevin L. Strickland, Assistant to the Presiding 
Bishop/Executive for Worship, Master of Ceremony

The Rev.  Elizabeth Eaton, ELCA Presiding Bishop

Councilwoman Jannie Blackwell, 3rd District 
Councilwoman

The Rev. Bradley Burke, Assistant to the Bishop and 
Global Mission Liaison

Mr. Domenic DePaul, Lutheran Church of the Holy 
Communion

“The Lord is My Light”

The Rev. Patricia A. Davenport, Bishop-Elect, 
Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod

The Rev. Tracie Bartholomew, Bishop, New Jersey Synod

Dr. John Williams, President, Muhlenberg College

Urban Guerilla Orchestra

Ms. Tracey A. Beasley, Vice President, Southeastern 
Pennsylvania Synod

The Rev. Karl M. Richard, Secretary, Southeastern 
Pennsylvania Synod

Rabbi Davis Straus, Co-Convener, Religious Leaders 
Council of Greater Philadelphia

The Rev. Stephen Talmage

Mr. Alexander Burkat 

The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton, ELCA Presiding Bishop

Ms. Janet Huber Neff, Synod Treasurer

The Rev. Claire S. Burkat, Bishop, Southeastern 
Pennsylvania Synod

The Rev. Roy G. Almquist, former Synod Bishop  

Welcome

Greetings

City of Philadelphia Citation

Message from the North Eastern  
Diocese of Tanzania

Hymn 

Blessing of the Meal

Dinner

Remarks
 

Music

Remarks

    Representing Executive Committee 

    Representing Synod Council 
 
 
 

Presentation

Synod Presentation

Remarks from Honoree

Final Remarks & Benediction

Gala Planning Team

Vice President Tracey A. Beasley, Co-Chair
Ms. Yvonne Curtis, Co-Chair
The Rev. Patricia A. Davenport
Mr. Bob Fisher
Ms. Susan Lang
Mr. Martin Schwab
Ms. Cynta Outterbridge

Special Thanks

Mr. Domenic DePaul

St. Luke Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Devon

Floral Arrangements Compliments 
of: Zieger & Sons Wholesale Florists

Wine Compliments of: 
Mr. Dick and Elaine Reimet and 
Mr. Richard Hartmann

The Rev. Larry V. Smoose 
United Lutheran Seminary 
Mission Investment Fund



Bishop Claire Burkat  for your 

service to the Southeastern 

Pennsylvania Synod ELCA and your 

commitment to interfaith understanding 

through the Religious Leaders 

Council of Greater Philadelphia.

Congratulations



The African Descent Lutheran Association 
Philadelphia Chapter 

   
 
   

   
 
 

We thank God for your 
Support over the years & 

for being a Faithful Member 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Dr. Addie J. Butler, President 
Rev. Sandra Brown, Secretary  

Tracey A. Beasley, Treasurer 
Elaine Brown, Membership Coordinator 

 
   

    
    

Congratulations To
Bishop Claire S. Burkat

On 40 Years Of Ministry & 
Your Well Deserved

Retirement



June 28, 2018

Bishop Claire Schenot Burkat
Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod, ELCA
7241 Germantown Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19119

Dear Bishop Burkat,

Many women do noble things, but you surpass them all. Charm is deceptive, and beauty is 
fleeting; but a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised. Honor her for all that her hands 

have done, and let her works bring her praise at the city gate. (Proverbs 31:29-31, NIV)

Grace and peace to you in the name of the One who can do all things but fail, Jesus Christ!  
Scripture tells us to give honor to whom honor is due. You are worthy of all the words of 
praise, all the acts and signs shared in the celebrations of this day as well as the many off-line 
well-wishes for you in your retirement. Congratulations on your new assignments in Kingdom 
building to the glory of God for the benefit of all God’s people.

I’m so proud to have been your support staff as administrative assistant, a mission developer 
under your leadership as Mission Director,  a pastor and your Director of Evangelical Mission 
as bishop.  For over 30 years in Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod you have been a true role 
model, mentor and colleague, where we observed your deep love of Jesus, sharp intellect and 
missional drive.

I have every confidence that you will continue to be a mover and a shaker supporting vital 
communities of faith not only in the ELCA, but with our full-communion and inter-faith 
partners across the world. You are a trendsetter, you have sured-up the foundation upon which 
we continue to build. 

Thank you for your faithful service!

The Reverend Patricia A. Davenport
Bishop-Elect

Many women do noble things, but you surpass them all. 
Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; 

but a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised. 
Honor her for all that her hands have done, 

and let her works bring her praise at the city gate. 

(Proverbs 31:29-31, NIV)



Celebrating	A	
	Living	Legend	

		Bishop	Claire	S.	Burkat	

Thank	You	For	Serving	
40	Years	In	The	Ministry	

&	
Congratulations	On	Your	Retirement!	

	
	
	
 
 

It	Has	Been	An	Honor	Serving	With	You	
Tracey A. Beasley, VP 

SEPA Synod 
  



The Zieger Family wishes good 
health and God’s richest blessings to our good 
friend Bishop Claire Burkat on her retirement. 
We congratulate and thank her for 12 years of 
dedicated service to the Lutheran church in 
Southeastern Pennsylvania.



It’s been a blessing and an honor to serve 
with you, Bishop Claire Burkat.

Congratulations on 40 years of pioneering 
ministry, and best wishes for your retirement.

Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod Staff

Rev. Patricia A Davenport
Rev. Bradley Burke
Ms. Yvonne Curtis
Mr. Robert Fisher
Mr. Martin Schwab

Ms. Cynta Outterbridge
Mr. Bill Harp

Ms. Mercedes Lee
Rev. Sue Lang

Rev. Rachel Anderson



SEPA Synod Council Salutes  
Bishop Claire S. Burkat 

For Forty Years of Faithful Service 
&  

Congratulations on Your Retirement 
 

Ms. Tracey A. Beasley, Vice President 
Rev. Karl Richard, Secretary 

Ms. Janet Neff, Treasurer 
 

   
   

   
Rev. Lydia Posselt    
Rev. Tyler Rasmussen   
Rev. Serena Sellers 
Rev. Matthew Staniz 
Rev. Laura Tancredi 

Mr. Emanuel Alves 
Mr. Adam Clark 

Ms. Cheryl Detweiler 
Mr. David Ehret 

Ms. Emily Fowler 
Mr. Nicholas Gentile 
Mr. Henry Geyer 
Mr. Albert Glenn 

Mr. William Graham 
Ms. Lisa Hand 

Ms. Doreen Kinzler 
Ms. Joyce Maloney 

Mr. Philip Tackett 
Ms. Sandra Zimmermann 
Ms. Savannah Tucker     

Mr. J. Everett Wick 
Ms. Elizabeth Young 

Rev. Sarah Anderson-Rajarigam 
Rev. Dwight Mason

Rev. Christopher McKinstry
Rev. Gwendolyn King





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
July 8, 2018 
 
 
Claire, 
 
On behalf of the Board of Trustees and the entire Muhlenberg community please 
accept our congratulations on your retirement.  We join with the members of the 
Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod to celebrate your 40 years of ordained ministry 
and your 12 years of service as Bishop. 
 
It is your 12 years as Bishop that brought you to the Muhlenberg Board and we 
are grateful for your generous and faithful service as a trustee.  You have always 
been a reliable source of wisdom, perspective and professional insight on a broad 
array of topics.  Your calm, reasoned voice was a tremendous asset during 
difficult and complicated situations. 
 
While you joined our community because of your role as Bishop, you were “all in” 
from the very beginning showing a deep and sincere concern for the welfare of 
the College.  Your membership on the Campus Life Committee provided a 
wonderful opportunity to actively promote the student experience, champion 
religious life on campus and advocate for justice.  Your active role in the life of 
Muhlenberg made it clear to all that you really do “practice what you preach.” 
 
Claire, you have been a valued member of our community and the Board for 
twelve years and we will miss your many contributions… but most of all we will 
miss being in your presence and all the positive, productive energy you bring.  We 
wish you well as you enter retirement and hope your “next phase” is filled with 
happiness and good health. 
 
Best regards, 
 
 
 
 
Richard C. Crist, Jr. 
Chairman  



You are invited to celebrate
the installation of

The Rev. Patricia A. Davenport
as Bishop of the

Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod

Saturday, September 22, 2018 at 2 p.m.

New Covenant Church of Philadelphia 
7500 Germantown Avenue

Philadelphia, PA 19119

Clergy are invited to vest and should arrive by 1:15 p.m. 
The color of the day is red.



2110 Chestnut Street | Philadelphia, PA 19103
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Our Bishop, or now Claire,
    is leaving with this great affair;

Gave her all and more,
    to continue her call;

Never wavered on any issue big or small,
    and most certainly gave her all;

Moved in many circles far and near,
    being sure all was secure and clear;

No task was too minor or scattered,
    Especially to those who mattered;

Put all her strength where she saw injustice,
    making sure there would be justice;

Through the good and bad times that arose,
    prayer and help from Above is what she  chose;

Retirement is just another “Chapter” in life,
    she will make the most of it, with no strife!!!
                                    
                                - Domenic DePaul


