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Service of Holy Communion 

The Service of Holy Communion began at 9:30 a.m. with the Reverend Claire Burkat, Bishop, 

Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod, serving as the Presiding Minister and Preacher.  Also 

providing worship leadership were the following: 

 Assisting Ministers: the Reverend Dr. Sherman Hicks, Executive Director, Multicultural 

Ministries, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), and the Reverend Dr. Karl 

Krueger, Director of the Charles Porterfield Krauth Memorial Library and Professor of 

the History of Christianity, Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia (LTSP); 

 Crucifer: Sister Sally Kerr;   

 Lectors: Ms. Hannah Shade and Mr. Malcolm Davis; and 

 Musician: the Reverend Bruce Todd. 

 

Leading the Prayers of Intercession was Ms. Patricia Robinson, Vice President, Southeastern 

Pennsylvania Synod.  The Coordinators of Sacristans and Ushers were the Reverend Donna 

Wright and the Reverend Ghilsaine Cotnoir.  The Worship Planning Team was led by the 

Reverend Jennifer Ollikainen and the Reverend William Vanderslice. 

 

The communion chalices, flagons, bread baskets, and the elements used at the Service of Holy 

Communion were gifts to the synod from St. Paul, Red Hill, in celebration of the 300
th
 

anniversary of the birth of Henry Melchior Muhlenberg.  

 

The Bible readings were Acts 10:34-43, 1 Corinthians 3:1-8, and Mark 12:28-34. 

 

Bishopôs Sermon: A Dandelion Church 

Lifting up a freshly picked dandelion, Bishop Burkat said, ñDandelions: love óem or hate óem.    

[It] depends on how you look at them.  For some, they are a pesky weed.  For others, they are a 

pretty, bright sign of that spring has arrivedé  But no matter what your opinion is of the 

dandelion, you have to admire its tenaciousness.  No matter how much you try to mow them 

down, dig them out, or herbicide them away, they always come backé  Just one bright yellow 

flower, when itôs done blooming, yields hundreds of tiny seeds that parachute through the air and 

land to take root, starting the process all over again. 

 



ñMy sisters and brothers,ò she continued, ñI suggest to you that what we have today is a 

dandelion church.  Nearly 2000 years ago one bright yellow flower appeared.  As we heard in 

Acts, óThat message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee.ô  Jesusô message of healing 

and forgiveness of sins was one that the authorities at the time thought they had mowed down 

and dug out.  But after the resurrection, hundreds of seeds were carried by the wind and other 

seeds were intentionally planted by apostles such as Apollos and Paulé 

 

ñIt didnôt take long for those pesky church weeds to start cropping up everywhere, all over the 

Mediterranean, down into Egypt and other parts of Africa, over to the East in India, up to the 

north over the land of Europe.  Those parachuting seeds even found their way across the Atlantic 

Ocean, hitching a ride on the colonial shoes of people like Pastor Henry Melchior Muhlenberg.  

Everywhere he walked, rode his horse, [or] sat down to fellowship: Ecclesia Plantanda.  The 

church was planted.  And to this day, bright new dandelions keeping popping up, announcing 

once again the springtime of the church.  Our newest bloom, Faith Immanuel Lutheran Church, 

[East Lansdowne], is one we celebrate this weekend.  Tomorrow we will receive them here at 

[the] Assembly to publically recognize this new church plant as a congregation of the ELCA. 

 

ñAs much as we celebrate this new congregationò and other new starts over the years, Bishop 

Burkat said, ñthe question I am often asked is: What about those missions that died?  Some want 

more assurance of success before the financial and evangelical risk is takené   I can truly 

understand that view,ò she acknowledged, ñespecially when money is tight and staff resources 

[are] stretched.  But a healthy sustainable ecosystem must have germination and birth, and 

cannot just save its resources for mature plantsé  Let us remind ourselves and each other [that] 

the Gospel does not die when a church closes, painful and heartbreaking as that may beé 

 

ñGod has given us a dandelion church,ò she continued.   ñNo congregation can last forever, just 

as the golden flower cannot remain indefinitely.  Just think: all the congregations St. Paul 

preached to are now gone.  But even when a congregation dies, the seed of its witness to Christ 

continues to be spread far and wide across space and time.  No matter what the fate of the 

original planting, the Gospel was proclaimed, planted, [and] watered by faithful people, and God 

determined where and when and how the growth would occur.  I guess this means [that] we are 

not in charge.  Itôs Godôs mission, Jesus is Lord, and the Holy Spirit guides us.  óI planted, 

Apollos watered, but God gave the growth.,ô [wrote St. Paul].ò 

 

ñThese tenacious little dandelions are cropping up all over the place,ò she said.  ñThey may not 

be organized in neat rows of flower beds and lovely landscapes like steepled churches in quiet 

neighborhoods.  But these dandelions of word and witness and service are taking hold all over 

our synodé  Even this Assembly is going to have a dandelion effect.  Right now we are a 

gathering of hundreds of individuals of different nationalities, ages, sexual orientations, cultures, 

and socio-economic backgrounds.  We blew in here today and are blossoming like the flowers 

you passed on your way into the church today.  And when the flowering of this Assembly is 

done, all you little seeds will be sent into the world to plant the Gospel wherever you land. 

ñPlanting of the Church is not just planting congregations.  It is planting the Gospel.  We are all 

called to plant the Gospel.  Not just apostles or evangelists, not just mission developers or 

directors, not just pastors or rostered leaders, everyone is a potential dandelion seed who believes 

that the power of God through Jesus Christ springs eternal, anytime, anywhere, anyplace.  As 




